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Asylum seekers

• Europe
– ~ 1.200.000 in 2015

– ~ 200.000 in 2016 (April)
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Iceland

• ~40% granted asylum

• Processing time 90 days



Asylum seekers - Iceland
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Health problems
- asylum seekers / ECDC -

• Principles

–Do not contribute much to general 
health problems in receiving countries

–Health problems are confined to the 
asylum seekers themselves

–Psychological and social problems 
predominating



• Principles cont.

–Health problems reflect countries of origin

–Poor living conditions

• Sanitation, hygiene and overcrowding

– Lack of preventive medical care

• Vaccinations

Health problems
- asylum seekers -



Health evaluation
- Iceland -

• Guidelines from September 2015

– Focusing on communicable illnesses

• Notifiable illnesses

– Physical examination and lab. testing within 2 
weeks of arrival

– All individuals outside EEA except…..

• Switzerland, USA, Canada, Australia, New-Zealand, 
Israel



Infectious illnesses
- by countries of origin /ECDC -



Health evaluation 

• Guidelines from September 2015 cont.
– Physical examination in one place in Reykjavik

• Vaccination hx.
– Guidelines for un- /partially vaccinated

• Standardized questionnaire

– Laboratory studies - screening
• Tuberculosis

• Hepatitis B

• HIV

• Syphilis

• Other test as indicated

– Results of health evaluation not available



Cost of health evaluation/care

• Physical examination and lab. screening

– Government

• Notifiable diseases

– Government

• Other diseases

– Not clear for the initial 6 months

– Decision pending.


